
AP Government and Politics 
Summer Assignment 2019-20 

 
AP United States Government and Politics is a college-level introduction to key political 
concepts, ideas, institutions, policies, interaction, roles, and behaviors that characterize the 
constitutional system and political culture of the United States. Students will read and analyze 
U.S. foundational documents, Supreme Court decisions, and other texts and visuals to gain an 
understanding of the relationships and interactions between political institutions and behavior. 
They will read and interpret data, develop evidence-based arguments, and engage in an applied 
civics or politics research-based project. 
 
Summer Assignment 
 
Government 
 
The foundation of our government is the U.S. Constitution. You must have a good working 
knowledge of the Constitution to do well in this course. Read Articles I through VII of the U.S. 
Constitution for understanding. You will be tested on the material during the first week of class. 
Here are some online, annotations of the Constitution: 
 

● https://www.congress.gov/constitution-annotated/ 
● https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution-conan 
● https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-i#section-1 

 
Everything in Articles I-VII is fair game for the test but here are some concepts you must know: 
 

● Enumerated (specifically stated) powers of each branch 
● How each branch checks (limits) the power of the other branches 
● Necessary and Proper Clause 
● Supremacy Clause 

 
 
Politics 
 
You must also know how our political system works. It is not sufficient to understand the 
Constitution in a vacuum. You must understand how the political parties have shaped our 
government and interpreted the Constitution over the decades. You must understand 
U.S.politics. You will read What You Should Know About Politics . . . But Don't: A Nonpartisan 
Guide to the Issues That Matter, Third Edition. The ISBN is 978-1628726725. You may buy it 
used if you want.  
 
More on back 
 

https://www.congress.gov/constitution-annotated/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution-conan
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-i#section-1


 
You will be tested on the following chapters/sections of What You Should Know About Politics 
during the first week of class.  
 

● Preface 
● Introduction to Political Affiliations 
● Elections 
● The Economy 
● Health Care 
● The Environment 
● Civil Liberties 
● Culture Wars 

Be sure to pay special attention to the boldfaced words and the ideas/concepts 
associated with the chapters/sections of the book. 
 
Summer Reading Assessment 
 
During the first week of class you will take a multiple-choice test over the U.S. Constitution and 
What You Should Know About Politics . . . But Don't: A Nonpartisan Guide to the Issues That 
Matter, Third Edition.  The prompts may be based on vocabulary, quotations, scenarios or 
anything else that I feel is important to proving knowledge of the material. Expect 50-100 
multiple choice questions. The point value of the assessment will be equal to one - two test 
grades. Be diligent in your study! 
 
Course Expectations 
 
You will be expected to read an average of 45 - 60 minutes per day/night in this class. You will 
have to be able to write several 5 paragraph essays throughout the year. You will have to be 
able to make oral arguments on several different occasions throughout the year. I will try to 
make the tests as hard, if not harder, than the actual AP exam. This will prepare you for the May 
exam. It is important to enter this course with a growth mindset, ready to work (read, write, take 
good reading notes and class notes), discuss, and digest the material. Then you need to be 
able to apply your knowledge to problems - made-up and real-world. If you do not think this 
course is for you, you may request to transfer to regular government during the course change 
window later in May. There is no guarantee that you will be able to transfer but I will support it. 
 
Contact Me 
 
If you need to contact me, you may send me an email at hilbrands.1@napls.us. I will get back to 
you as soon as possible. 

mailto:hilbrands.1@napls.us

